
Step 1: Start with the End in Mind

Unit Title
and

Central
Question

The Witch of Blackbird Pond

Students read literary and informational texts to understand the influence of family expectations and religious values on the development of one’s
personal identity. Students express their understanding of how informational texts in coordination with literary texts enhance their comprehension
of time periods and the theme and setting of the novel.

What is the
Culminating
Task (CT)?

Who is Kit most loyal to in The Witch of Blackbird Pond? Write an argumentative essay to support your claim with clear reasons. Be sure to
use proper grammar, conventions, spelling, and grade-appropriate words and phrases. Cite several pieces of textual evidence, including direct
quotations and page numbers.

What do
students need
to know and
be able to do
at the end of

the unit in
order to be

successful on
the CT?

Be sure to
consult the

student
exemplar.

What knowledge will students need? What skills will students need?

● ●



Step 2: Text at the Center

Text Title

What knowledge should students gain
from reading this text?

What is most important for students to know/understand

through reading this text?

How does this text and the knowledge it
provides support students in successfully

completing the CT?

What feature(s) of complexity will students
likely struggle with?

After analyzing the text using the rubric for qualitative text
analysis, capture your overall findings below.

The Witch of
Blackbird Pond

By Elizabeth
George Speare

This is the main text students will read; it is
a historical fiction novel that tells the story
of Katherine “Kit” Tyler whose grandfather
passed. Throughout the unit, students will
identify the major events or episodes in The
Witch of Blackbird Pond and with whom Kit
aligns during those various events, describe
how Kit responds and/or changes over the
course of the various events, including the
impact Kit’s family’s expectations and
religious values have on her loyalty.

At the end of the unit, students will be
asked to write an argumentative essay to
support their claim on who Kit is most loyal
to in The Witch of Blackbird Pond.

“Choices” by Nikki
Giovanni

“Identity”

“Puritans”

“The Road Not
Taken”

History of the



United States of
America: “Puritan
Laws and
Character”

Strange
Phenomena of
New England...

“Life in Salem
1692: Religion and
Witchcraft
“The Story of the
Witch Hunt”

Step 3: Trace High-Leverage Knowledge and Skills Through Assessment

Read the Evaluation Plan for the unit and unpack the knowledge and skills that will be high-leverage in helping students complete the CT.

Section Section Diagnostic What knowledge will students need? What skills will students need?




