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Preparing for Distance Learning

3. Text Access: Students need access to texts required to complete the unit.  

4. Print-Only Solution: Some students may need a print-only distance learning solution. 

5. Feedback and Support: Learning only happens when students receive targeted support 

and feedback. 

4. Meaningful Flexibility: Teachers need to have access to materials  and protocols that 

allow for meaningful enrichment and flexibility to support blended learning models. 
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In order for school systems to implement distance 
learning in any situation, access for ELA Guidebooks 
unit texts and unit materials must be secured.

All ELA Guidebook distance learning solutions require 
the same text access. 

• Novels can be secured through American 
Reading Company. 

• Unit Readers can be secured through XanEdu. Text Access

https://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
https://www.americanreading.com/louisiana-doe/
https://www.xanedu.com/louisiana-schools/
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Novels: American Reading Company





In the à la carte section, order the number of texts you will need for each individual 
student. 
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Q: Do I need to teach the units in a specific order? 
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A: While all of the unit texts are available for a quick 
turnaround, only one companion document will be 
made per grade-level. Schools in need of a low-tech 

option should teach that unit first. 
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Unit Materials

In addition to securing unit texts, students 

will need access the the unit materials 

needed to complete assignments. 

Unlike the text access solution, your method 

of implementation will determine which 

materials your teachers and students will 

need access to. 
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Low-Tech: Analog/Print Option Unit Materials

● Distance Learning Guidebook Companions 
○ Distance Learning Guidebook Companions will be developed for one unit per grade level in grades 9-12. The first 

unit for each grade level is expected to be released in July with the additional unit to follow during fall 2020. 
■ These materials are available for download for easy transition to online learning platforms. 
■ These materials are available for printing if school systems would like to procure on their own. 
■ A state contract for these printed materials is available through XanEdu. 

● Distance Learning Guidebook Companion Feedback Guides
○ These Feedback Guides provide guidance for learning at home as well as answers and student supports.
○ These materials will be available for download or digital access. 
○ Digital access is recommended, but these materials will be available for printing, if school systems would like to 

provide teachers and/or parents with a hard copy.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dAETzlgMQOs2O1Qk_XzrrturK-T1ssnGb9SPblk_ZfA/edit#bookmark=id.az41i46bum6
https://www.xanedu.com/louisiana-schools/
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Do you have any additional questions 
related to text access? 
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While we encourage all school systems to prioritize 
high-tech distance learning plans, we recognize that 
~25%, or 156,000, of our Louisiana students do not 
currently have access to the technology and 
infrastructure needed to successfully implement 
high-tech distance learning. 

To support school systems in meeting the needs of 
these students, the Department is developing 
Distance Learning Guidebook Companions and 
Feedback Guides to ensure all students have access 
to complex, grade-level texts. 

Distance Learning Guidebook Companions will be 
developed for one unit per grade level in grades 9-12. 

Print-Only Solution
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Design of a Distance Learning Guidebook Companion

• This resource is divided into weekly student packets that support students in mastering 

the knowledge and skills demanded by the section diagnostics and culminating task. 

• This resource requires students to have access to unit texts marked with an orange 

house and a unit reader. 

• Daily lessons are divided into read and write activities that align to a section diagnostic.

• Daily lessons do not align with the regular ELA Guidebook unit lessons. Specific lessons 

were selected due to their ability to be modified to accommodate this design. 

• Daily lessons were designed to last between 30-45 minutes each day. 

• This resource does not replace the student materials needed for high-tech and 

traditional learning options. 

A sample week is available. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/draft_g11_gatsby_dlgc_week-1.pdf?sfvrsn=3cb8981f_2
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Distance Learning Guidebook Companion Units, Grades 9-12
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Q: How did LDOE decide which units to make 
companions for? 
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A: We evaluated units to determine which best lent 
themselves to this type of learning. 
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Do you have any additional questions 
related to our print-only solution? 
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Frequent, timely, and targeted feedback and support 
are essential for student learning to occur. 

A low-tech environment should still be grounded in 
the shifts. While tasks should allow students to 
achieve success independently, this does not mean 
that students should not engage in rigorous work. 
Students should always be asked to engage in work 
that is meaningful and helps them develop into 
strong readers and writers.  

Teachers need to create systematic plans for 
providing feedback and supports for students in 
response to their work. 

Feedback and 
Support
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Design of a Distance Learning Guidebook Companion 
Feedback Guide

A Feedback Guide will be made to accompany every Distance Learning Guidebook 

Companion unit. Each Feedback Guide will include guidance for supporting learning at home, 

such as: 

• How to provide feedback without technology,

• Information about the unit and text access, 

• Possible supports for diverse learners built around background knowledge, language, 

reading, writing, and organization, and

• Student look-fors for each lesson. 

A sample Feedback Guide is available. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/draft_g11_gatsby_feedback-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=23b8981f_2
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How to Provide Feedback

● Feedback might be provided in two possible ways: 

○ Telephone Conferences: Teachers can provide feedback via telephone conferences 
with students using Teacher Talk Moves and guiding questions to help students 
refine answers. 

○ Written Feedback: When telephone conferences are not an option, teachers 
should collect Distance Learning Guidebook Companions and provide feedback in 
the form of additional guiding questions and/or organizational frames. 

● Student look-fors for each lesson will be available in the Feedback Guide for teachers 
and/or parents to measure student progress. 

● Feedback cycles should occur as often as possible for students (minimally once a week).

https://learnzillion.com/resources/117079/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/116858/
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Do you have any additional questions 
related to feedback and support? 
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Face-to-face classroom time involving traditional ELA 
Guidebook implementation and synchronous online 
learning should be prioritized. 

However, we recognize that if school buildings do not 
physically open, or if a platoon model is 
implemented, the time available for those types of 
interactions might be limited. 

It is important to remember that learning and 
activities being sent home with students should be 
meaningful and should be in service of helping 
students master the knowledge and skills demanded 
by the ELA Guidebook unit.

Meaningful 
Flexibility
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Meaningful Flexibility

• Knowledge Packets: Grades 3-12 knowledge packs will be developed. 

○ More information will be released in June. 

• Choice Reading Protocols: Protocols for building knowledge and vocabulary skills that 

demand accountability will be provided.

○ More information will be released in June.
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Meaningful Flexibility

These resources can be utilized in the following learning scenarios: 

• Traditional Classroom: These resources can be used to make small group instruction 

more meaningful for students. Teachers can support students using targeted Additional 

Supports for Diverse Learners while other students engage independently in one or 

more of these flexible options. 

• Platoon Learning:  These resources can be used to give students independent practice 

to complete when they are learning from home without the support of a teacher. 
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Do you have any additional questions 
related to meaningful flexibility? 
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• Digital Text Access: While a singular solution for 
ELA Guidebook unit texts does not exist, we will 
be releasing guidance about digital availability 
for some texts for school systems to explore. 

• Guidebook Resource Bank: We are searching for 
dedicated teachers that are veteran ELA 
Guidebook users to create additional resources 
that can be vetted and openly shared with 
fellow Louisiana teachers. Email 
elaguidebooks@la.gov if you are interested in 
learning more. 

What updates will 
be made to the 

Strong Start 
Guidance? 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov
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ELA Guidebooks Distance Learning Strong Start Guidance

For the most up-to-date information related 
to implementing Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks 
in any distance learning format, please see 
Louisiana’s ELA Guidebooks Distance 
Learning Strong Start: Instructional Materials 
Guidance. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/louisiana-ela-guidebooks---distance-learning.pdf?sfvrsn=f76c9b1f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/louisiana-ela-guidebooks---distance-learning.pdf?sfvrsn=f76c9b1f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/strong-start-2020/louisiana-ela-guidebooks---distance-learning.pdf?sfvrsn=f76c9b1f_2
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Please send any additional questions to 
elaguidebooks@la.gov. 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov
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Thank you for attending today’s session. You can leave feedback on this 
session using the Teacher Leader Summit app. It takes less than a minute.

   

Session Feedback

How to leave feedback:
1. At the bottom right corner of your session window in 

the app, click on “Rate This”. 
2. In the window that pops up, choose the facial 

expression that reflects your experience.
3. You can also leave an optional comment in the 

window that pops up.
4. Click submit to finalize.


