
 
April 16, 2019 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Colleges and universities can offer transformational experiences to young people. For generations, 
courses offered on college campuses were reserved for high school graduates. But a recent wave of 
support in Louisiana and across the country, fueled by student interest, concerns about cost, and the 
need to offer students multiple pathways into adulthood, has led to more college-level experiences being 
available to high school students than ever before. 
 
In some cases, these courses will be offered via Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate 
curricula. In other cases, top-rated industry-based credentials and workplace-based experiences will 
provide students challenging experiences with lasting benefits. Very often, however, the vehicle will be 
dual enrollment in a local college, which may offer both core academic and technical courses to assist 
students get started on the credential or degree of their choosing. 
 
Recently introduced in the Louisiana Legislature, Senate Bill 194 by Senate Education Committee 
Chairman Dan “Blade” Morrish provides all qualified high school juniors and seniors the right to attend up 
to two dual enrollment courses per year free of charge. The bill expands access to dual enrollment and 
lowers barriers to enrollment. But it also ensures financial responsibility by creating a reasonable target of 
four courses over the two years, complementing the Supplemental Course Allocation and Career 
Development Fund streams in the MFP that subsidize much of the state’s dual enrollment activities. 
 
Our high schools have made great strides in recent years toward expanding postsecondary access. AP, 
CLEP, IBC, and TOPS have all seen significant increases, for example, and with those increases come 
greater opportunity for young people to propel themselves forward as adults. A clear step forward on dual 
enrollment would add to that record and would strengthen the value our schools offer to students and 
their families. The Governor, Senator Morrish, and the other officials involved deserve credit for 
advancing this important discussion. 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,  
  
John 
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Important Dates for School Systems 
 
Upcoming Events  

● 2019-2020 System Enhancements Webinar: April 17 at 9:30 a.m. 
● Overview of Essential Components of Physical Education Webinar: April 18 at 12:00 p.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Alexandria): April 25 at 9:00 a.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Lake Charles): April 25 at 2:00 p.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Baton Rouge): April 30 at 9:00 a.m. 
● Assessment and Accountability Office Hours: April 30 at 1:00 p.m. 
● Early Childhood Roundtable (Harvey): May 2 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 Important Deadlines 

● Mentor Teacher and Content Leader Nominations deadline: April 18 
● Super Summer Institute Training Registration deadline: April 26 
● Deadline to complete Interest Survey for Assessment Review Committees (June and Science 

Standard Setting): April 26 
● 2018 IDEA MOE Confirmation (Compliance Review) Submission deadline: April 30 
● Transition to Online-Only Certification Application: May 1 

 
School System Support 
 
New: Teacher Leader Summit T-Shirts On Sale 
 
T-shirts for the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit are now on sale, featuring the winning design inspiration by 
Michelle Johnson, a teacher at Montegut Elementary School in Terrebonne Parish. All shirt orders 
placed by June 14 will be received before the event. A limited number of t-shirts will also be available 
for purchase at the Summit, but these sell out quickly, so participants are encouraged to order online. 
 
Email louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions.  
 
Reminder: Updates to the 2019-2020 School System Support Calendar 
 
The 2019-2020 School System Support Calendar has been updated to include the following changes that 
are highlighted in yellow within the calendar.  

● Addition of remaining 2019 SPED Leader monthly calls 
● Addition of 2019-202 Education Technology monthly calls 
● Addition of 2019-2020 Special Education Advisory Panel meetings 

 
Please email districtsupport@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: School Attendance Awards for 2018-2019 
Please share with child welfare and attendance directors and administrators. 
 
The Department encourages all school systems to plan activities to recognize students who attend school 
regularly. The 2018-2019 School Attendance Award Certificates are now available. 

● Perfect Attendance Award 
● Excellence-in-Attendance Award 
● Meritorious Attendance Award 

 
Please contact janice.zube@la.gov with questions. 
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Reminder: Early Childhood Roundtables 
 
The Department will be conducting a series of Early Childhood Roundtables around the state in order to 
convene stakeholders, share the Department's vision to increase access to quality care and education for 
children birth to five, and solicit feedback on the plan to achieve this vision. These roundtables are open 
to the public, and all are welcome to attend. 
  

Early Childhood Roundtables 
Spring 2019 

City Date and Time Location 

Alexandria April 25 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Gladys Higdon Media Resources Center 
502 Beauregard St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 

Lake Charles April 25 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Early Childhood Building 
1618 Mill St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 

Baton Rouge April 30 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Claiborne Building - Louisiana Purchase Room 
1201 N. 3rd St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Harvey May 2 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Jefferson Parish School Board Office 
501 Manhattan Blvd. 
Harvey, LA 70058 

  
Please contact nasha.patel@la.gov with questions. 
 
Assessment and Accountability 
 
For District Testing Coordinators   
 
General: 

● The 2018-2019 Assessment Month-by-Month Checklist is located in the Assessment Library.  
● All changes to secure shipping addresses, DTCs, or Accountability Contacts must be submitted 

to the Department using the DTC and Accountability Contact Update form found in the 
Assessment Library. 

● The 2019-2020 Assessment Calendar has been updated in the Assessment Library.  
● The Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2019 assessment window 

is now-May 31. 
● An updated Technology User Guide with instructions on the new Testing Site Manager, Central 

Office, is now available in eDIRECT. District Test Coordinators and Technology Coordinators 
should access this document prior to the May 1 release of downloads.  

K-2 Pilots 
● Due April 30: Writing Sample Pilot testing materials must be shipped via prepaid mailer.  
● May 6-17: Instead of administering the Second Grade Checkup to students, the Department will 

be collecting feedback through a survey of all teachers and school system personnel involved in 
the pilot this spring. The survey will include sample test questions for teachers and students to 
interact with and questions on administration, reporting, and accountability. The survey will be 
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emailed to school system contacts, administrators, and teachers. Participants will have May 6-
17 to complete the survey.  

K-3 Assessments 
● For 2019-2020, the two approved Kindergarten Entry Assessment options are DRDP and TS 

GOLD. The four approved K-3 Literacy Screener options are DIBELS Next, DIBELS 8th Edition, 
STEEP, and STEP. 

● Two 80-minute sessions on the KEA and a full-day session on DIBELS 8th edition will be offered 
at the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit. Participants must register to attend. 

● School systems must complete the K-3 Screener survey to indicate the assessment choices for 
their school system. The survey must be completed by May 17. 

LEAP 2025 
● Grades 3-8 LEAP 2025 CBT Window: April 1-May 3 
● Grades 3-4 LEAP 2025 PBT Window: April 29-May 3 
● High School LEAP 2025 Window: April 15-May 17  
● School systems needing to request 2017-2018 test scores for English I and US History 5-level 

must complete the 2017-2018 Test Score Request Form located in the Assessment LIbrary under 
Resources and Forms. Email the completed form to assessment@la.gov. 

● Testing irregularities should be sent to assessment@la.gov at the conclusion of each week of 
testing.  

● Seniors needing to take a LEAP 2025 assessment must be placed into the Senior form in 
eDIRECT. All underclassmen should be placed in the regular form in eDIRECT. All students 
regardless of grade levels can test in the same physical location.  

ELPS 
● To reduce the amount of time school systems may need to identify potential EL students for next 

school year, school systems can begin using the ELPS to screen pre-k students that may qualify 
for EL services when they enter kindergarten. 

ACT and WorkKeys 
● The ACT Score Report Schedule and the WorkKeys Score Report Schedule can be found on the 

ACT State Testing site. Please refer to this schedule for estimated access and delivery dates. 
● No later than July 2: School and district level reports for ACT will be available through PANext. 

○ Reports must be downloaded before PANext is activated for the 2019-2020 school year, 
which is usually the beginning to middle of August. 

● No later than June 10: WorkKeys Summary Score Reports and Roster Score Reports will be 
available in the Online Reports Portal in Validus. The WorkKeys Online Reports Portal User 
Guide has descriptions of each report and how to run them. 

○ To access the WorkKeys Online Reports Portal, enter the url for your testing realm. It will 
look like this: https://vtc.act.org/123456789 (the numbers represent your site’s realm 
number). 

○ Reports must be downloaded before Validus is activated for the 2019-2020 school year, 
which is usually beginning-mid August. 

● WorkKeys NCRC are available only through the student’s myworkkeys accounts.  
○ These accounts will be automatically created when ACT accesses and scores all the 

tests taken.  
○ Students who tested between October 2 and December 31 already have accounts. 
○ Mid-May: Students who tested between January 1 and April 12 will have will have access 

to their myworkkeys student accounts. 
○ Any students needing help accessing their accounts must contact the WorkKeys 

customer service helpdesk at 800-WorkKey (967-5539). 
  
Assessment Administration Support and Training Office Hours will not be held April 23.  
The next Assessment and Accountability Office Hours will be April 30 at 1:00 p.m. 

● Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/   
● Webinar Phone Number: 669-900-6833  
● Meeting ID#: 393463942 
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The Office Hours Questions and Answers document is posted in the Assessment Library. Email 
assessment@la.gov with questions.  
 
High School Pathways 
 
New: Quest for Success Super Summer Institute Training   
Please share with CTE supervisors, counselors, and principals. 
 
The Department will host several Quest for Success (QFS) training sessions this summer at Super 
Summer Institute (SSI). QFS is Louisiana’s innovative, new, high school-level, career exploration course 
designed to prepare all Louisiana graduates for career and life success that will replace Journey to 
Careers beginning in 2020-2021. This training is required for all instructors that will teach the course. 
Registration closes on April 26. 
 
School systems are responsible for all travel expenses and the registration fee of $250 per session. The 
Department will provide lunch for educators attending SSI. School systems may use their Career 
Development Funds (CDF) or 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Funds to pay the fee. Registration costs must be 
paid through Eventbrite at the time of registration. 
 
Quest for Success trainings will be held at the following locations: 

● Lafourche: June 10-14 
● Calcasieu:      June 10-14 
● Bossier:      July 15-19 
● Livingston:  July 22-26 
● New Orleans:  July 22-26 

 
For more information, please contact jumpstart@la.gov.  
 
New: Scholarship Opportunity for JAG-LA Students 
Please share with JAG-LA Supervisors and Specialists. 
 
Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS) and its member institutions will offer a 
$500 one-time scholarship to students who complete the JAG-LA program and earn a high school 
diploma or equivalency during the 2018-2019 school year. Students seeking the scholarship should apply 
to the LCTCS campus of choice and check the JAG-LA box on the admission form. Students must be 
registered by June 1 for summer semester or August 1 for fall semester and enroll as a full time student. 
 
For more information, please contact jagla@la.gov. 
 
Reminder: Extension Academy Pilot Request for Applications 
 
The Department, in consultation with the Board of Regents, has released a request for applications for 
the Extension Academy Pilot in response to the need for a greater connection between high schools, 
colleges, and employers. This program seeks to provide students who are on track to graduate but not on 
track to participate in a low-cost postsecondary college or training program with a one-year extension to 
attain a Regents-recognized associate degree, a registered pre-apprenticeship, or an advanced Industry-
Based Credential (IBC). All applications must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on May 3.  
 
For more information, please contact collegereadiness@la.gov.  
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Educator Preparation 
 
New: 2018-2019 Compass End of Year Deadlines 
 
As the end of the 2018-2019 academic year is approaching, please be aware of the recommended 
deadlines for completion of evaluations: 

● May 6: Complete and upload teacher and leader evaluation data into CIS and complete SLT 
monitoring. 

  
Please refer to the Compass Information System (CIS) Timeline for all targeted evaluation deadlines. 
  
Please contact compass@la.gov with questions. 
 
New: Teacher Leader Advisor (TLA) Applications Now Open 
 
The Department is now recruiting Teacher Leader Advisors. Any current Louisiana educator with 3+ years 
of experience is eligible to apply. The Department is searching for highly-motivated educators who are 
passionate about ensuring that high-quality materials are available to Louisiana students. 
  
There is a specific need for expert educators in the areas of early literacy, intervention specialist, and K-
12 science. Also needed are K-12 teachers across ELA and math content areas. Special education 
teachers who specialize in these areas are also encouraged to apply. Applications are now available 
and are due by May 13. 
  
Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions. 
 
New: Important Changes to Educator Certification Applications 
 
The Department processes over 4,000 certification questions and applications per month. In order to 
better serve school systems, the Department recommends the following: 

● Use Teach LA Live! to submit both applications and questions to the Certification Team. 
● While school system leaders may contact the Certification Team at any time at 

certification@la.gov, they may schedule office hours in the online portal for a guaranteed 
time to discuss specific certification questions. 

○ Please include name and contact number when scheduling. 
 
To increase efficiency, the Department will no longer accept paper applications after May 1. 
  
Please contact christy.bellue@la.gov with questions. 
 
Reminder: Mentor Teacher and Content Leader Nomination Deadline 
  
The Department is collecting nominations for the 2019-2020 Mentor Teacher and Content Leader 
training. The nomination template and guidance are available for download from both the Mentor Teacher 
and Content Leader libraries.  
 
The deadline to submit the nomination template is this Thursday, April 18. School systems and 
charter schools are responsible for submitting nominees, and additional directions are provided within the 
nomination template.  
  
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov for more information. 
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Reminder: Educator Workforce Reporting in Secure Portal 
  
On April 5, the Department released several sections of the 2018-2019 Educator Workforce 
Reports in the secure portal, including information about workforce needs, workforce support (e.g., 
value-added and compensation information), and equity. By early May, the Department will release 
data on recruiting, hiring, retention, and placement.  
 
The data can be used to identify workforce needs in order to develop strategic partnerships with teacher 
preparation providers that meet these needs. During the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit, the Department 
will offer sessions on how to use the secure site to access and understand educator workforce data, and 
to inform partnerships with teacher preparation providers. 
  
Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov for more information. 
 
Special Education  
 
New: 2017-2018 Draft LEA Determination Packages 
Please share with data managers. 
 
Each year, the Department is required to issue LEA Determinations to assess the performance of school 
systems on the provision of special education and related services. (Please note that LEA Determinations 
are made at the school system level required by IDEA, while plans to improve struggling schools 
identified as UIR for students with disabilities is a separate process required by ESSA.) The draft 2017-
2018 LEA Determination packages will be available for review tomorrow, April 17, on the FTP site with 
the name “LEA Code_LEA Name_2017-2018 Draft LEA Determination.”  
 
Special education leaders should obtain results from their FTP site and review for accuracy. If school 
systems have questions about the results or wish to seek additional clarification, they must do so by May 
1. The Department will issue final results to school systems in mid-May.   
 
To submit clarifications or for more information, please email specialeducation@la.gov. 
 
Data 
 
Reminder: 2018-2019 Teacher Roster Verification for VAM 
 
The Curriculum Verification and Results (CVR) Reporting Portal roster verification ensures that teachers 
are assigned to the correct courses and classroom rosters of students for the purposes of value-added 
(VAM) analysis. This process takes place in the CVR system during two time periods to ensure enough 
time is available to verify records. 
  
From now-April 18, the CVR is open for view-only. During this time, CVR users should view and check 
the roster data for accuracy. Changes cannot be made in the CVR Portal during this time; however, any 
changes can be made in the source data systems: Curriculum (CUR), Profile of Education Personnel 
(PEP), and Student Information (SIS) CLASS collections. The CVR Portal will be updated daily during 
view-only to reflect any submitted changes to the source data. The CVR Help Desk will be able to assist 
with any issues that a school system must correct in the source data systems. An updated user guide for 
CVR is available.  
  
From May 6-17, the CVR is open for roster verification. During this time, CVR data managers, principals, 
and teachers should review the roster and make changes to the roster within the CVR Portal. The data in 
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CVR will be used to calculate a teacher’s VAM score even if the teacher and/or the principal do not verify 
the roster. 
 
Please contact ldoecvr@la.gov with questions. 
 
Finance 
 
New: Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Fiscal Requirements 
Please share with business managers and financial officials. 
  
Meeting yearly Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements are part of the business process to confirm 
compliance and determine eligibility of federal grant funds for ESSA and IDEA grants. The USDOE 
requires an annual review that determines if a school system: 1) has not decreased spending of general 
fund dollars, and 2) is budgeting expenditures to meet the MOE standards. 
  
The Department has enhanced the MOE system to include a technical assistance feature that shows if 
the school system has not met the MOE requirement for IDEA. School systems are encouraged to start 
early and work through the new technical assistance feature found at the consistency check. 
  
The MOE Quick Reference Guide is available to assist with the new feature and submitting the following 
MOE applications: 

● 2018 IDEA MOE Confirmation (Compliance Review): Due April 30 
● 2020 ESSA MOE Verification: Due May 31 
● 2020 IDEA MOE Verification (Eligibility Review): Due 31 

  
Please contact nakia.jason@la.gov with questions about the MOE review process, and 
jason.berard@la.gov for technical inquiries or support. 
 
Grants Management 
 
Reminder: 21st Century Community Learning Centers Request for Proposals  
  
The Department has released a 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) Request for 
Proposals (RFP) seeking qualified applicants who are interested in partnering with school systems to 
provide students, particularly those who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools, with academic 
and enrichment opportunities through before and after school programs, as well as programs offered in 
the summer. The proposal form, additional information, and specifications may be obtained from the 
State’s centralized solicitation website.  
  
This RFP has a blackout period that begins upon the posting of the solicitation and will end when the 
contracts are awarded by BESE. The blackout period refers to a period of time during a competitive 
procurement process in which any proposer, bidder, or its agent or representative is prohibited from 
communicating about the affected procurement with any state employee or contractor of the State 
involved in any step in the procurement process. Therefore, the Department is prohibited from answering 
any questions regarding this RFP. All questions must be sent in writing via email to rfp_lde@la.gov. 
Official responses to all questions will be posted to the State’s centralized solicitation website. 
 
Safe and Healthy Schools 
 
Reminder: Annual Vaccination Rates 
Please share with school nurses and school administrators. 
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The Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) has released the 2018-2019 school assessment vaccination 
rates and the ranked school system report detailing vaccination rates for kindergarten and 6th grade, and 
the percentage of students vaccinated by school system.  
  
The Louisiana Immunization Program staff are evaluating exemption data and will be working with 
parishes and individual schools where the exemption rate is elevated. Staff are also available to assist 
parishes and schools in improving reporting. Regional contact information for assistance is available on 
the LINKS webpage. 
  
Maps depicting this data will be available on the LDH Immunizations webpage in May. 
 
Please contact stacy.hall@la.gov with any questions. 
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