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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Colleagues,

Teachers are the heart of our early childhood classrooms. Every day they care for, engage with and educate our youngest learners - whether
in a child care, Head Start or pre-K classroom. They are professionals who work hard to help every child learn language, build skills and
manage their emotions and behavior so that he or she can be successful in school and in life. Thus, it is critically important that our teachers
continue to help shape the statewide efforts to prepare all children for kindergarten. And we need your help to get teachers' input.

The 2018-2019 Lead Teacher Survey was sent out by email on April 25th. In order to fully understand teachers' experiences with training and
supports in every community in the state, the Department is asking all early childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites who have not
already done so to complete a brief online survey. The responses to this survey are instrumental in improving instructional supports for
teachers across the state.

The 2018-2019 Lead Teacher Survey was sent out by email on May 2nd. In order to fully understand teachers' experiences with training and
supports in every community in the state, the Department is asking all early childhood lead teachers in publicly-funded sites who have not
already done so to complete this brief online survey.

This survey is only for Lead Teachers in all early childhood publicly-funded programs.
The survey includes questions about CLASS® observations, assessment, curriculum, and professional development.
Individual results are confidential and will never be shared with programs or Community Networks.
Results of the survey will be aggregated at the Community Network level and shared as an informational metric on the Community
Network Performance Profile.

In addition to the Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey, we encourage all families with children in early childhood programs to complete a
brief online Family Survey.The survey is optional but we ask for your help in encouraging families to participate. Please let families know that
their responses will be very important as the state works to improve access to high-quality early learning opportunities. The information
collected will be used to understand and report family satisfaction at a community level. Responses will not be linked to individual teachers,
children, or families, or reported at the program level.

Both the Lead Teacher Survey and the Family Survey must be completed by May 31. We thank you in advance for supporting these two
important surveys. For more information regarding the Lead Teacher Survey, please contact Leslie Doyle. For more information about the
Family Survey, please contact Taylor Dunn.

As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

http://www.facebook.com/LaEducation
http://twitter.com/LDOE_comm
http://www.youtube.com/user/LDEcomm
http://pprllsu.com/educationsurvey-public2019/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2017-2018-family-survey-report.pdf
mailto:Leslie.Doyle@la.gov
http://Taylor.Dunn@la.gov


As always, thank you for all you do for our children,

John

John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DEADLINES 
UPCOMING EVENTS

Webinar for New Child Care Directors - May 29 
Webinar on Serving Children with Special Medical Needs - June 5
Preparing for July 2019 - The Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Webinar - June 6
Teacher Leader Summit - June 26-28 
 

UPCOMING DEADLINES

Complete Early Childhood Family Survey - May 31 
Complete Early Childhood Lead Teacher Survey - May 31
Spring GOLD® checkpoint due - May 31
Key Training Modules Application due - June 3
All appeals for 2018-2019 CLASS® observations due - July 1

MORE IMPORTANT DATES
Please see the LDOE School System Support Calendar.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
2019 TEACHER LEADER SUMMIT REGISTRATION
The 2019 Teacher Leader Summit will take place June 26-28, 2019 at the Morial Convention Center in New Orleans. There will be more than 
70 unique sessions offered for early childhood professionals. To help offset the cost of running a high-quality, multi-day event for thousands of 
Louisiana educators, LDOE will charge a small registration fee for the 2019 Summit. This fee will cover admission to the conference, 
conference sessions, and lunch. Educators can receive a discount by registering for all three days at once. For more information, view the
2019 Teacher Leader Summit Overview.

  
SIGN UP FOR SUMMIT SESSIONS IN ADVANCE USING THE APP
Build your Summit session schedule now to guarantee your seat in the sessions that you want to attend. The Summit app became 
available Friday, May 3. All registered participants should have received an email notification from Sched, the app provider, with instructions 
for downloading the app. If you did not receive this message, check your junk mail folder. You can also find the Summit app by going to the 
app store and searching "Teacher Leader Summit." You must register for all sessions on the Summit app in advance in order to secure your 
spot in sessions you'd like to attend. Session registrants will show their phones at the door to claim their seat in a session.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ED TALK

  

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/704045364
https://uhc.webex.com/uhc/j.php?MTID=mb34955c22cb88b0347930f21cc0bcb6e
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/714558382
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-tl-summit-overview---intro-one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=3d27911f_7
http://pprllsu.com/educationsurvey-public2019/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/ec-key-training-modules-application.docx?sfvrsn=d7039e1f_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/class-appeal-form.pdf
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/school-system-support-calendar.pdf?sfvrsn=3b1d8d1f_181
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-tl-summit-overview---intro-one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=3d27911f_7


  

LOUISIANA EARLY CHILDHOOD KEY TRAINING MODULES - REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 2
The Louisiana Department of Education is offering a new funding opportunity for highly qualified trainers! In an effort to share the highest 
quality training opportunities available to Louisiana's early childhood workforce, the Department has released
a second Request for Applications (RFA) for experts to develop ready-to-go presentations and professional development that will comprise 
Louisiana's Early Childhood Key Training Modules.

This RFA is the second in a series of three requests for applications, and is seeking proposals for trainings that are related to effective adult-
child interactions. The application must be submitted by June 3, 2019. In addition to the information provided in the attached Request for
Applications (RFA), the Department  hosted an informational webinar about Louisiana's Early Childhood Key Training Modules RFA 2 on 
Tuesday, May 14th. Interested applicants can view the webinar deck and recording on the Louisiana Believes website.

Please consider participating in this application process and making your expertise accessible to all of Louisiana's early childhood 
workforce. For questions, please contact Leslie Doyle.

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD ANCILLARY CERTIFICATE (ECAC) - REMINDER FOR 2019
As part of the Academic Approval assurances, directors will verify that as of July 1, 2019, all of the lead teachers working in their center for
24 months or more will have met the requirements to obtain an ECAC as set forth in Bulletin 140, or have a plan to meet these requirements
by July 1, 2020. Lead teachers employed in the center who do not have the ECAC must earn it within 24 months of their start date as a lead
teacher.

 
The Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate (ECAC):

Can be earned at no cost by presenting a qualifying credential or degree;
CDA training and technical diploma training should be completed at a BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate
Program, which can often be accessed at no cost through Louisiana Pathways Scholarships.

Is valid for three years, and can be renewed for free by demonstrating ongoing professional development; and
May qualify teachers for the highest levels of School Readiness Tax Credits (SRTC).

The Department will host a third informational webinar for directors, site leaders, and teachers titled, "Preparing for July 2019 - The Early
Childhood Ancillary Certificate."

Webinar Date and Time: Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/720223683
Webinar Phone Number: (646) 876-9923
Meeting ID#: 720 223 683 

Additional information can be found in the Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate FAQs and the ECAC Staffing Map for Directors. For
questions, please contact Michelle DeMeulenaere.

GOLD® CHECKPOINT - DEADLINE MAY 31, 2019
To prepare for the May checkpoint, please read the following information: 

Teachers will use the Checkpoint By Child and Checkpoint By Class features to complete and finalize their spring checkpoint 
ratings by May 31, 2019.
Teachers can generate the Development and Learning Report or the Report Card to share end-of-year assessment information 
with family members. Administrators can use a variety of GOLD® reports to generate their final outcomes reports for the 
school year.

After all of the year-end reports have been generated, administrators will manage their users, classes, and child records to prepare for 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/ec-key-training-modules-application.docx?sfvrsn=d7039e1f_2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/ec-key-training-modules-rfa2.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/la-early-childhood-key-training-modules-rfa2-webinar.pdf?sfvrsn=2c589f1f_4
https://youtu.be/fWtGyjvJk34
mailto:leslie.doyle@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-ancillary-teaching-certificate-faq.pdf
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-ancillary-certificate-programs-(bese-approved).pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/475032833
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/720223683
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-ancillary-teaching-certificate-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=20
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/ecac-staffing-map-for-directors.pdf?sfvrsn=331f9e1f_4
mailto:michelle.demeulenaere@la.gov
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/j0UL0r1zH000000pJeB0u00
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/b0000eLzuHC0J0rV010000p
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/Br00YH1Jp00000uL00Fz00e
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/p0000H0rZJ000GpLez000u1
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/i0uH0pLr0Hz00e000001J00


After all of the year-end reports have been generated, administrators will manage their users, classes, and child records to prepare for 
the next school year. This should include editing user accounts to disable users who are leaving your program; editing classes 
to update the primary teachers, co-teachers, or assistant teachers assigned to each class; and using the Edit Children feature 
to archive all child records for children who will be leaving your program and to transfer returning children's records into 
their new classes.

To ensure that weekly plans remain intact for teachers, do not delete classes in MyTeachingStrategies®. Because weekly plans are 
saved at the class level, we recommend that teachers simply reuse the same class each year.

2019 EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY SURVEY
On April 8, the Louisiana Department of Education released the 2019 Early Childhood Family Survey. This survey asks questions about
family satisfaction with the coordinated enrollment process and with program quality. This survey is completely anonymous and the results of
this survey will only be reported on the Network Performance Profile--the results will never be tied back to individual sites or respondents.

Paper surveys were mailed out to randomly selected child care centers, Head Start programs, and schools. Families of children enrolled in
the randomly selected programs will be asked to complete the anonymous family satisfaction survey by completing the paper survey or
following a unique online link.

If you are a site that was not selected to participate in the random sample, you should still encourage the families of your publicly-funded
children to participate in the online survey by sharing this link: http://pprllsu.com/educationsurvey-public2019/. 

If you want to learn more about the Family Survey, the Department publishes an annual report on the survey findings. Results from the 2017-
2018 survey can be found here.

SERVING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL MEDICAL NEEDS - COLLABORATION WEBINAR
Children with special medical needs require assistance transitioning into appropriate programs for educational development and childcare
once they are medically stable. In collaborative meetings with UnitedHealthcare, the Louisiana Department of Health, Department of
Education and Early Steps, we have identified children who have previously required medical day care services but are now ready to attend a
more inclusive setting where they can thrive and flourish.

In an effort to bridge this gap and gain knowledge about available options, please join us for a Webinar, Wednesday, June 5, from 1-1:30 PM
to discuss the needs, identify solutions and develop a partnership that would benefit the children and their families/caregivers.

Join Webex meeting 
Meeting number (access code): 821 338 083 
Meeting password: Meeting123* 
Join by phone: 1-763-957-6400 

CHILD SAFETY AND WELFARE
REMINDER ABOUT WARM WEATHER AND CHILDREN IN VEHICLES
Did you know that July 31st is National Heatstroke Prevention Day?  As summer heats up, heatstroke continues to be the number one
vehicle-related killer of children, outside of car crashes, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation. Children are more vulnerable to
heatstroke than adults, especially in the summer months and when it starts to get hot outside. 

Licensed early learning centers are required to conduct visual passenger checks of all vehicles used to transport children to ensure that no
child is left in the vehicle.  A staff person must physically walk through the vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all
enclosed spaces and recesses in the vehicles interior. This requirement for a visual inspection of vehicles used to transport children should
be completed if the vehicle is provided by you, contractual arrangement, or parent provided.  Click here to review the regulations.

REQUIRED NOTIFICATION
Critical incidents and required notification shall be detailed and completed in a timely manner.  All pertinent information must be included on 
the Critical Incident Report sent to Licensing.  An early learning center shall make immediate notification to emergency personnel, law 
enforcement as applicable, and other appropriate agencies such as Child Welfare, Office of State Fire Marshal, Department of Health, or 
Food and Nutrition for the following types of critical incidents involving children in care: (This is not an exhaustive list.) Bulletin 137

Death
Serious injury or illness that requires medical attention
Use of corporal punishment
Suspected abuse and/or neglect by staff members
Any child given the wrong medication
Any child given an overdose of the correct medication
Fire on the child care premises

Any serious and unusual situation that affects the safety and/or well-being of a child or children in the care of the provider

If updated information is required, please revise the document and send it back to the Division of Licensing.
 
BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT
The Division of Licensing continues to issue citations to early learning centers, because providers and center's staff are spanking, pinching,

http://email.teachingstrategies.com/I0r0IH00z001pe100u0LJ00
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/x0H0000u1Jr0zpL02e000J0
http://email.teachingstrategies.com/NL00KH0e000r0uJ03p0001z
http://pprllsu.com/educationsurvey-public2019/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2017-2018-family-survey-report.pdf?sfvrsn=8fda9f1f_4
https://uhc.webex.com/uhc/j.php?MTID=mb34955c22cb88b0347930f21cc0bcb6e
http://www.doa.la.gov/osr/lac/28v161/28v161.doc
http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v161/28v161.doc


The Division of Licensing continues to issue citations to early learning centers, because providers and center's staff are spanking, pinching,
forcibly grabbing and inappropriately disciplining children in their care.  Each early learning center shall develop and implement a written
behavior management policy that prohibits children from being subject to any of the following:

physical or corporal punishment which includes but is not limited to yelling, slapping, spanking, yanking, shaking, pinching, exposure
to extreme temperatures or other measures producing physical pain, putting anything in the mouth of a child, requiring a child to
exercise, or placing a child in an uncomfortable position;
verbal abuse, which includes but is not limited to using offensive or profane language, telling a child to "shut up", or making derogatory
remarks about children or family members of children in the presence of children;
the threat of a prohibited action even if there is no intent to follow through with the threat;
being disciplined by another child;
being bullied by another child;
being deprived of food or beverages;
being restrained by devices such as high chairs or feeding tables for disciplinary purposes; and
having active play time withheld for disciplinary purposes, except timeout may be used during active play time for an infraction
incurred during the playtime;
time out:

time out shall not be used for children under age two;
a time out shall take place within sight of staff;
the length of each time out shall be based on the age of the child and shall not exceed one minute per year of age; 
for children over age six, a time out may be extended beyond one minute per year of age, if a signed and dated statement,
including a maximum time limit, from the parent granting such permission, is on file at the center. Bulletin 137 §1509.A.8.b.-c.

For questions, please call your Licensing Consultant at 225-342-9905 or e-mail LDELicensing@la.gov.

CCCBC SYSTEM UPDATES
The Child Care Civil Background Check System has been enhanced to provide more efficient processing times, increased security, and
more search options.  Check out the new features in the updated User Manual. You may also view the webinar recording or review the
webinar slides. 

FUNDING AND ENROLLMENT
LA 4 TANF REIMBURSEMENT CLAIMS
The Department signed an agreement with DCFS regarding reimbursements for LA4 TANF. Under the terms of this agreement, LEAs will
have until the 20th of each month to submit reimbursements for expenses incurred the prior month.

It is critically important to note that DCFS WILL NOT reimburse claims that are submitted after the 20th of the month following
the expense.

By April 20, LEAs must have submitted claims for all LA4 TANF expenses incurred to date.
In May, LEAs were required to submit April LA4 TANF expenses by May 20.
In June, LEAs must submit all May LA4 TANF expenses by June 20.
LEAs must submit all June LA4 TANF expenses by July 5.

We will send a reminder to you each month.  However, we regret that we cannot extend these deadlines for any LEA. They are set by
DCFS. THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST CHANCE TO DO SO.

Please contact LindseyBradford@la.gov if you have any questions.

DIRECTOR SUPPORT
NEW FEATURE: LEADERS LAGNIAPPE
Each month, Leaders Lagniappe will feature the story of a child care center leader who is moving the needle for children. May celebrates 
Teacher Appreciation, and Arielle Hughes of Carousel Preschool shares how she supports her teachers year-round.

 

http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/lac/28v161/28v161.doc
mailto:LDELicensing@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/cccbc-system-user-manual.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://youtu.be/AOjoihZlmAY
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/april-2019-updates-to-the-cccbc-system.pdf?sfvrsn=5dc79f1f_2
mailto:LindseyBradford@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/newsroom/leaders-lagniappe-(may-2019).pdf


 
DIRECTOR'S CORNER: WEBINAR
The Department will offer a new webinar every other month especially designed to support new child care directors and school-based
Pre-K administrators. The webinar will address: 

Louisiana's unified early childhood rating system and Performance Profiles
Classroom observations for teacher-child interactions as measured by CLASS®
Community partners that support the early childhood system

Webinar Date and Time: May 29 from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/704045364
Webinar Phone Number: (646) 876-9923
Meeting ID: 704 045 364

View the presentation here.

Please contact Emmy O'Dwyer with any questions.

LEAD AGENCY SUPPORT
WEEKLY WEBINAR/CONFERENCE CALL FOR LEAD AGENCIES 
The Early Childhood Team holds a weekly webinar/conference call question and answer session for lead agencies. The sessions are held
on most Tuesdays from 3:00 p.m.  to 3:30 p.m.  3:00 p.m.  to 3:30 p.m.  The Early Childhood Team provides updates and reminders. Additional topics are
determined by caller questions. A meeting invitation containing the connecting information to the Zoom webinar account has been sent to all
lead agency contacts. Contact Kaye Eichler if you have questions.

Upcoming Schedule for Weekly Webinar/Conference Call for Lead Agencies:

May 28

OTHER
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL - MAY 15
The Early Childhood Care and Education Advisory Council met on Wednesday, May 15. You can view a recording of this meeting  here. For 
an overview of the ECCE Advisory Council and 2019 meeting dates, click here. For additional information, please email Leslie Doyle.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
Proposed State Aid for Early Childhood Education Is Far Below Need, Advocates Say (The Advocate, May 19, 2019)
Governor Wants $4.3M More for Early Childhood Education in New Pledge of Support; Here's Why (The Advocate, May 21, 2019)
Advocates Push for Early Childhood Education (KPEL965.com, May 21, 2019)

SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER
 
If someone you know wishes to subscribe to this newsletter, please click here to subscribe.   

LDOE Contacts
John White
State Superintendent of Education
(toll-free) 877.453.2721 
Twitter @LouisianaSupe

LDOE Links
LDOE Website

Contact Us
 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/child-care-provider-resources
mailto:emmy.odwyer@la.gov
mailto:kaye.eichler@la.gov
https://youtu.be/mvb_nIAhw0Q
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-care-and-education-(ecce)-advisory-council-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=69fc891f_35
mailto:leslie.doyle@la.gov
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_ec1c16f0-7bc0-11e9-bc3d-db89aaaf2a31.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_ec1c16f0-7bc0-11e9-bc3d-db89aaaf2a31.html
https://kpel965.com/advocates-push-for-early-childhood-education-at-the-capitol/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/subscribe
mailto:johnwhite@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/ask-ldoe



