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Suggested participants for this call:

● Early Childhood Supervisors
● Curriculum Supervisors
● Data Coordinators
● District Test Coordinators and 

Accountability Contacts
● Federal Program Supervisors 
● High School and Career and 

Technical Supervisors
● Personnel Directors 
● Talent Supervisors

Agenda
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Early April
School systems will receive notifications about CIR/UIR 
strategies and funding

April 17 BESE approves competitive allocations

April 30

Competitive grant allocations, including previously 
awarded competitive funds from multi-year grants like 
SRCL, TIF, and SPDG, will be uploaded to Super App in 
eGMS

Super App reviews are still in progress and there are several important upcoming 
dates of which to be aware:

Super App Approval Update

Please contact districtsupport@la.gov or ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov with questions.

mailto:districtsupport@la.gov
mailto:ldoe.grantshelpdesk@la.gov
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2019 Teacher Leader Summit

Please contact ldoe.registration@la.gov with questions.

The Teacher Leader Summit is an annual 
celebration of Louisiana’s educators. 

This year’s event will equip educators in every 
level of the system with tools and training that 
provide all students the opportunity to:
• build knowledge of the world;
• read meaningful texts;
• express ideas through writing and speaking; 
• solve complex math problems; and  
• attend a school that treats them with dignity 

and respect. 

Month Action

Today, April 3 Release of Ed Talks lineup

Now – June 14 Regular Registration
($45 per day, $100 for three 
days)

April 30 Session list and mobile app 
available (via newsletters)

June 26 – 28 On-site Registration
($60 per day)

Key Summit Milestones

mailto:ldoe.registration@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-tl-summit-overview---intro-one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=3d27911f_3
https://2019labelievesteacherleadersummit.eventbrite.com/
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Ed Talks are back! This series of thought-provoking sessions are designed to start conversations about 
how schools and school systems can ensure meaningful growth for every child, every day. 

Today, the Department announced the following lineup for this year’s Summit:

• Dan Goldhaber: The Quality of the Teacher Workforce: The Impact on Students, and How It Can Be 
Improved

• Kristie Kauerz: Bridging Early Learning and K-12 Education
• Mandy Manning: Teaching Fearless (National Teacher of the Year)
• Rich Milner: Five Educational Imperatives for Justice
• Tim Shanahan: Educational Equity and the Importance of Complex Texts
• Natalie Wexler: The Importance of Background Knowledge
• Teacher Leader Summit Premier School: Creating Systems of Support  to Improve Student Outcomes

2019 Teacher Leader Summit: 
Ed Talks

Please contact ldoe.registration@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-ed-talks-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=9ed19f1f_2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/news-releases/2019/04/03/louisiana-announces-'ed-talks'-speaker-lineup-for-2019-teacher-leader-summit
mailto:ldoe.registration@la.gov
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2019 Teacher Leader Summit: 
Principal Learning Series Kick Off 

New to the Summit this year will be a session track specific to 
principals in helping them develop and implement strong school-
based academic plans. 

The track will include:
• a 2019-2020 academic strategy session introducing the 

principal learning series;
• curriculum-based trainings across grades for ELA and math; and
• sessions on how to use Content Leaders and Mentor Teachers.

Principals from non-CIR and UIR schools will be able to attend 
sessions offered as part of track as space allows. 

Who: 
CIR/UIR-A school principals

When: 
Track sessions offered each 
day of Summit, June 26-28

How:
CIR/UIR-A principals will 

receive a stipend to attend in 
their school system's 

April Super App Allocation

Please contact ldoe.registration@la.gov or your Network team with questions. 

mailto:ldoe.registration@la.gov
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2019-2020 School System and School Support

The focus on support for school and school system leadership teams in executing strong 
academic plans will continue into the 2019-2020 school year. 

In addition to the traditional regional collaborations, the Department will also offer 
professional development to school-level academic teams in all CIR and UIR schools. 

Details and a timeline for these trainings will be provided soon. 

Please contact districtsupport@la.gov or your Network team with questions. 

mailto:districtsupport@la.gov


Teaching and Learning: Early Learning
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Early Childhood Visioning Discussions

10

The Department will be conducting a series of Early Childhood roundtable discussions around the state this spring 
to share the state's vision for increasing to quality care and education for children birth to five, and to solicit 
feedback on the plan to achieve this vision from stakeholders. These meetings are open to the public, and all are 
welcome to attend. 

City Date Time Location

Bossier City April 11 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Bossier Instructional Center
2719 Airline Dr., Bossier City, LA 71111

Monroe April 11 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana
117 Hall St., Monroe, LA 71201

Alexandria April 25 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Gladys Higdon Media Resources Center
502 Beauregard St., Alexandria, LA 71301

Lake Charles April 25 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Early Childhood Building
1618 Mill St., Lake Charles, LA 70601

Baton Rouge April 30 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Claiborne Building - Louisiana Purchase Room
1201 N. 3rd St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Harvey May 2 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Jefferson Parish School Board Office
501 Manhattan Blvd., Harvey, LA 70058

Please contact nasha.patel@la.gov with questions.

mailto:nasha.patel@la.gov
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Ready Start Early Childhood Community Networks

Act 639 of the 2018 regular legislative session authorized BESE to identify pilots to take on the work of 
creating formal local governance structures that will identify community needs and develop and share 
resources to further accelerate improvement in quality and access for their local birth to five care and 
education systems. Seven pilots were identified last January and later this month, the Department will 
release a Request for Applications for a second cohort of Ready Start Community Network Pilots.  

The Department is prioritizing every possible resource available to support communities willing to 
step up and engage in this work including:
• funding to plan and implement new access and improvement strategies  and priority access to seat 

allocations;
• expert professional development, technical assistance, and tools for systems thinking;
• expert support and technical assistance for public engagement;
• expert needs assessment, professional development, and technical assistance for governance; and
• priority access to leadership tools and business supports for center directors and support for 

community business leaders.

11Contact kaye.eichler@la.gov with questions. 

http://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1103413
mailto:kaye.eichler@la.gov
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Louisiana Early Childhood Family Survey

Later this month, the Department will be releasing the 2018-2019 Early Childhood Family Survey.
• Paper surveys will be mailed to randomly selected early learning centers, Head Start 

centers, and schools.
• An online version of the survey will also be available for all families who benefit from 

publicly-funded care and education in the state.

Each year, the results of this survey are used to publish two Family Satisfaction indicators on the 
Community Network Performance Profiles, which are accessible on the Louisiana School and 
Center Finder at www.LouisianaSchools.com.

The responses to this survey are anonymous and will never be reported at the site level in order 
to protect the anonymity of families. These results will be shared with early childhood lead 
agencies to support their efforts to increase family satisfaction with the enrollment process and 
with program quality. For more information, please review the 2017-2018 Family Survey Report.

School systems should encourage sites to administer surveys to families and communicate the 
importance of this survey to families in the school system. 

12Please contact taylor.dunn@la.gov with questions.

http://pprllsu.com/educationsurvey-public2019/
http://www.louisianaschools.com/
http://www.louisianaschools.com
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/2017-2018-family-survey-report.pdf?sfvrsn=8fda9f1f_4
mailto:taylor.dunn@la.gov
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Key Deadlines for Lead Agencies 
and Early Childhood Programs

For Community Network Lead Agencies:
• May 15: All CLASS® observations must be complete and entered in the portal

Tip - Set an internal deadline for April 30
• May 17: All CLASS® observation error correction requests are due

Tip - Set an internal deadline for May 10

For Early Childhood Programs:
• May 31: Final GOLD® checkpoint

13Please contact kaye.eichler@la.gov with any questions.

mailto:Kaye.Eichler@la.gov


Teaching and Learning: K-12



Assessment Development 
Educator Review Committees

Please have teachers and supervisors access the Assessment Development Educator Review 
Committees document, in the Assessment Guidance Library to learn specific information 
about the review committees convening for 2019. This document includes links to surveys 
for each committee that teachers and supervisors should complete in order to be 
considered for participation.

Survey closing dates:
• April 5 for late May and early June committees
• April 26 for June committees and science standard setting committees
• May 15 for July committees
• July 5 for August committees

15Please contact michelle.mcadams@la.gov for more information.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/assessment-development-educator-review-committees.pdf?sfvrsn=3bbe931f_24
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
mailto:michelle.mcadams@la.gov


Teacher Leader Advisors Application 
Opening Soon

Teacher Leader Advisors (TLAs) are a group of exceptional educators from across Louisiana who play an 
influential role in raising expectations for students and supporting the success of teachers. 

The 2019–2020 TLAs will use their robust knowledge of teaching and learning to review and create the next 
wave of high-quality instructional materials and training tools that will be used by thousands of teachers 
across the state. 

There is a specific need for expert educators in the areas of early literacy, intervention specialist, and K-12 
science, in addition to general K-12 teachers in ELA and math. 

• Applications will be open from April 11 to May 13.
• Training will be held July 8-9 in Baton Rouge.
• For more details and to apply view the TLA Flyer.

16Please contact louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/louisiana-teacher-leaders/teacher-leader-advisor-flyer.pdf?sfvrsn=3968a1f_20
mailto:louisianateacherleaders@la.gov
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Summit Preview: English Language Arts

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

This year, the Department will offer tracks for ELA teachers at the Teacher Leader Summit to 
ensure that each ELA teacher receives the content that is most beneficial for successful 
curriculum implementation in the 2019-2020 school year. 

• Day 1: Sessions will focus on incorporating complex texts, building knowledge, and using 
formative assessment. 

• Day 2: Sessions will focus on topics such as understanding unit design and making sound 
instructional decisions that maximize student learning. These sessions will be curriculum 
specific. 

• Day 3: Sessions will focus on collaborative planning for the next school year to support 
the needs of diverse learners.  

Once the session list and app become available on April 30, ELA teachers are encouraged to 
register (via the app) for the track that aligns with their grade-band and Tier 1 curriculum. 

mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
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Summit Preview: Social Studies

Three full-day, pre-registered sessions focusing on social studies content will be presented at this year’s 
Summit.

• Social Studies 101: This day of sessions is targeted at grades 3-8 and US History, and is focused around 
how to use the Companion Documents and Scope and Sequences, assessment resources, and LEAP 
2025 rubrics to support instruction. Participants that attended similar sessions at the 2018 Summit or 
Collaborations, as well as other grades/courses, should advance to Social Studies 201.

• Social Studies 201: This day of sessions explores how to establish and manage an inquiry-based 
classroom in social studies. For grades 3-8 or US History, participants should attend Social Studies 101 
(or have past experience with similar professional development) prior to attending Social Studies 201; 
there is no prerequisite for other grades/courses. 

• Social Studies 301: This day of sessions engages participants in a guided inquiry process to answer the 
compelling question: How do we improve social studies instruction in Louisiana? Participants must 
have completed Social Studies 201 on a previous day of Summit to attend Social Studies 301.

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-social-studies-resources
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/2018-teacher-leader-collaboration-materials
mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
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Summit Preview: Science

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

Several full-day, pre-registered sessions focusing on science content will be presented at this year’s 
summit.

Teachers are encouraged to register for the Summit track that aligns most closely with their grade-band. 

Grade Band Track(s) Offered Duration

K-2 Teaching and Learning to Meet the Science Standards in Grades 
K-2

1 day
Offered on Wednesday, repeated on Thursday

3-5 Great Minds PhD Science Launch Trainings for Grades 3, 4, and 5 2 days
Offered Wednesday through Thursday

6-8 OpenSciEd Initial Trainings for Grades 6, 7, and 8 
*Special Start Date (Tuesday, June 25)* 3 days*

9-12 Inquiry (Hub) Biology Initial Training 2 days
Offered Wednesday through Thursday

mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
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Summit Preview: Math

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

To support implementation of high quality curriculum in mathematics, a variety of pre-
registered tracks will be offered in the K-5 and 6-12 grade bands, each aligned with one of 
the following areas of focus: 

• Initial implementation
• Advanced implementation
• Support for diverse learners

Vendors who will be present to support mathematics sessions include:

Agile Mind, College Board (Springboard), Great Minds (Eureka Math), Illustrative 
Mathematics, JUMP Math, Patterson Geometry, and Zearn

mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov
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Summit Preview: Diverse Learners

Please contact classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov with questions.

In order to provide teachers with the tools to support students with diverse learning needs, Summit 
tracks have been designed to engage both general education teachers and their special education and 
English learner colleagues in shared learning around effective curriculum implementation and strategies 
to support diverse learners.

● Who should attend? Special education teacher leaders, EI teacher leaders, and other support 
specialists who serve as teacher leaders

● What sessions should they choose? Consider pre-registering for ELA and/or math track(s) that 
align most closely to the content area and/or grade-bands that they support.

● How will this approach equip my teachers to support students with diverse learning needs?
Students can achieve at higher levels when their teachers, including special education and El 
teachers, understand the curriculum, know how to implement it effectively and know how to use 
aligned resources and materials strategically to support students.

mailto:classroomsupporttoolbox@la.gov


Graduation Pathways
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Grade 13 Extension Academy Pilot

Under authority of R. S. §17:151.1 the Department and the Board of Regents will release a request for 
application for Extension Academy pilots. This is in response to the need for a greater connection between high 
schools, colleges, and employers. These pilots will serve students who are on track for high school graduation, 
but not currently qualified for low-cost, high-value post-secondary credentials.

The Extension Academy pilots will: 
• provide a debt free, accelerated, dual enrollment college experience for a period of no more than five 

years of high school that is aligned to Louisiana’s top-rated 4 and 5 star jobs; 
• prepare students for work, through employer driven work-based learning experiences, internships, or 

apprenticeships;
• ensure the attainment of Regents-recognized associate degrees, registered apprenticeships, or an 

advanced or Industry-Based Credential; and 
• facilitate student success after graduation through post-secondary transitional coaching.

Additional information will be provided in the application and in next week’s newsletter. 

23Please contact jumpstart@la.gov for additional information.

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=79861
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
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Grade 13 Extension Academy Pilot Timeline

Application Timeline
• April 4: Application Release
• April 9 and 16: Informational Webinar at 3:00 p.m.  

-Phone Number: 408-638-0968 
-Meeting ID#: 901355326

• May 3: Application Deadline, no later than 4:00 p. m. 
• June 8: Notice of Preliminary Approval
• June 19: BESE/Board of Regents Approval

The Board of Regents and Department of Education will approve Extension Academy pilot sites for a fifth 
year of high school during the 2019-2020 school year. BESE/BoR pilot site recommendations will be 
brought to the June BESE/BoR joint meeting for an initial 3-year authorization period.

Please contact jumpstart@la.gov for more information. 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/louisiana-extension-academy-pilot-rfa.pdf
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/901355326
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
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Super Summer Institute

25

Super Summer Institute (SSI) will be offered regionally 
across the state to secondary and post-secondary 
educators. SSI provides educators the opportunity to 
attend training sessions and earn statewide industry-
based certifications aligned to Jump Start pathways. 
Registration closes on April 26.

Locations and Dates

• NEMSA: May 6-July 19
• Lafourche: June 10-15
• Calcasieu: June 10-15
• Bossier: July 15-19
• Operation Spark: July 15-26
• Livingston: July 22-26
• New Orleans: July 22-26

For more information, please contact jumpstart@la.gov. 

Registration Details: 
● School systems are responsible for 

all travel expenses, textbooks, and 
the registration fee of $250 per 
session. 

● The Department will provide lunch 
for educators attending SSI. 

● School Systems may use their Career 
Development Funds (CDF) or 2018-
2019 Carl Perkins Funds to pay the 
fee. 

● Registration costs must be paid 
through Eventbrite at the time of 
registration.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/jumpstart/2019-jump-start-super-summer-institutes-overview.pdf?sfvrsn=38769e1f_12
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-nemsa-may-6-july-19-tickets-57727952861
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-lafourche-parish-june-10-14-tickets-57706596985
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-calcasieu-june-10-14-tickets-57722618907
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-bossier-july-22-26-tickets-57723028131
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-livingston-july-22-26-tickets-57722856618
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-summer-institute-new-orleans-july-22-26-tickets-57727144443
mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
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Carl Perkins V

26

With the closing of the 2018-2019 Carl Perkins grant year and opening of the 2019-2020 local application 
window, the Department would like to remind eligible recipients of these important dates:

● April 30: Perkins V is available in the Super App
● May 1: Last day to submit final budget revisions for 2018-2019 grant
● May 31: Last day to submit revisions to program specific descriptions for the 2018-2019 

grant
● June 14: Date to submit request for 2018-2019 grant reimbursements
● June 30: Date by which all items purchased with 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Funds must be 

received
● June 30: Submit Perkins V Grant in the Super App

For more information, please contact jumpstart@la.gov.

mailto:jumpstart@la.gov
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FAFSA Data

27

The graduation exit 
review process will 
include verification of 
parental opt-out and 
hardship waivers. 

Students who cannot 
be verified will not 
count in the 
graduation cohort.

FAFSA submission rates as of March 22

East Carroll Parish 92% Jefferson Davis Parish 65% City of Bogalusa 58% Iberia Parish 50%
Iberville Parish 88% Lafourche Parish 65% Jefferson Parish 58% Terrebonne Parish 49%
St. John the Baptist Parish 87% St. Landry Parish 64% Bienville Parish 57% Morehouse Parish 48%
Union Parish 87% West Baton Rouge Parish 64% Central Community 56% West Carroll Parish 48%
Sabine Parish 79% Caldwell Parish 63% East Feliciana Parish 56% Bossier Parish 47%
City of Monroe 74% St. Bernard Parish 63% Ouachita Parish 56% Red River Parish 47%
St. Charles Parish 74% St. Mary Parish 63% Caddo Parish 54% St. Martin Parish 47%
Orleans Parish 72% West Feliciana Parish 63% DeSoto Parish 54% Acadia Parish 46%
Vernon Parish 72% Beauregard Parish 62% Franklin Parish 54% Webster Parish 46%
Livingston Parish 71% Jackson Parish 62% Natchitoches Parish 54% Calcasieu Parish 45%
Madison Parish 71% Richland Parish 62% St. Helena Parish 54% Catahoula Parish 45%
Allen Parish 70% Rapides Parish 60% Assumption Parish 53% Lincoln Parish 45%
St. Tammany Parish 70% Tangipahoa Parish 60% Vermilion Parish 53% LaSalle Parish 42%
Washington Parish 70% Ascension Parish 59% Concordia Parish 52% Claiborne Parish 40%
Avoyelles Parish 68% East Baton Rouge Parish 59% St. James Parish 52% Pointe Coupee Parish 36%
Tensas Parish 67% Lafayette Parish 59% Cameron Parish 50%
Winn Parish 67% Plaquemines Parish 59% City of Baker 50%
Grant Parish 66% Zachary Community 59% Evangeline Parish 50%

Please contact ldefinancialaid@la.gov with questions.

mailto:ldefinancialaid@la.gov


Educator Workforce
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This year, 67 school systems submitted nominations for the state-level Teacher and 
Principal of the Year process. Congratulations to these outstanding educators!

This month, the Department will name the 48 semi-finalists (24 teachers and 24 principals). 

Semi-finalists will be announced on the Awards page and will also be posted on the 
Department’s homepage. 

The Department will announcement the 18 finalists (9 teachers and 9 principals) later this 
spring.

Teacher and Principal of the Year 

Please contact excellenteducators@la.gov with questions. 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/award-programs
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/
mailto:excellenteducators@la.gov
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The Department processes over 4,000 certification questions and applications per month. 
In order to better serve school systems, the Department recommends the following: 

● Use Teach LA Live! to submit both applications and questions to the certification team
● While school system leaders may contact the Certification Team at any time at 

certification@la.gov, they may schedule office hours in the online portal for a 
guaranteed time to discuss specific certification questions
○ Please include name and contact number when scheduling

To increase efficiency, the Department will no longer accept paper applications after May 
1.  

Please contact christy.bellue@la.gov if this poses difficulty to your school system. 

Teacher Certification Updates

Please contact christy.bellue@la.gov with questions.

https://ldoe.force.com/s/
mailto:certification@la.gov
https://beta.doodle.com/poll/mvdirdndkams5b24
mailto:christy.bellue@la.gov
mailto:christy.bellue@la.gov
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Policy Update: Licensure Assessments

31Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions.

In October, BESE established new state credentials, Mentor Teacher and Content Leader 
Certificates, for classroom teachers, who serve as mentors to aspiring teachers and as curriculum 
experts within their schools. 

In light of these shifts in policy, the Department strongly encourages Cohort 1 (2017-2018) and 
Cohort 2 (2018-2019) training participants to complete the Louisiana Mentor Teacher Assessment 
Series and/or the Louisiana Content Leader Assessment Series in order to earn the Mentor 
Teacher and Content Leader Certificates.

Congratulations to our first group of 
Mentor Teacher and Content Leader assessment completers from Acadiana Renaissance Charter 

Academy, Bienville, Bossier, Cameron, Grant, Jefferson, Richland, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. 
James, St. Landry, and Vermilion school systems!

mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/news-releases/2018/10/17/louisiana-establishes-credentials-for-teacher-leadership-roles
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The nomination process for 2019-2010 Mentor Teachers and Content Leaders is currently 
underway. The nomination template with separate tabs for both Mentor Teacher and 
Content Leader nominees is now available. 

The nomination template, role-specific nomination guidance, and slide deck from the 
March 15 webinar are posted in both the Mentor Teacher and Content Leader libraries. 

The deadline to submit the nomination template is April 18.

Nominations for  
Mentor Teacher and Content Leaders

Please contact nicole.bono@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/professional-development/2019-2020-mentor-teacher-and-content-leader-nomination-template.xlsx?sfvrsn=83709e1f_2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/professional-development/2019-2020-mentor-teacher-and-content-leader-nomination-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=82709e1f_4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.louisianabelieves.com/teaching/louisiana-mentor-teachers
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/louisiana-content-leaders
mailto:Nicole.Bono@la.gov
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To transition from state-provided training to state-approved trainings, the Department released two 
RFAs on January 16 to support new providers’ development of these programs. The Department is 
excited to announce the following providers have been selected through the RFA process: 

The Department will work with these providers to solidify trainings, which will ultimately be 
submitted to BESE for approval as state-approved Mentor Teacher and Content Leader trainings.

State-Approved 
Mentor Teacher and Content Leader Trainings

Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions.

APEL
Great Minds
Leading Educators
Louisiana Tech University
McNeese University

Nicholls University
NIET
Northwestern University
Teaching and Learning Center
TNTP

Southeastern University
Southern University
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
University of Louisiana at Monroe

mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov
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In March, the Department released several sections of the 2018-2019 District and Regional Educator 
Workforce Reports in the secure portal, including information about workforce needs, workforce support 
(e.g., value-added and compensation information), and equity. 

This month, the Department will release data on recruiting, hiring, retention, and placement. 

This data will enable school and school system leaders to make critical decisions around the following areas:
• Recruiting and hiring
• Retention, promotion, and granting tenure
• Compensation
• Evaluating results 

The data can be used to identify workforce needs in order to develop strategic partnerships with teacher 
preparation providers that meet these needs. During the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit, the Department will 
offer sessions on how to use the secure site to access to understand educator workforce data and to inform 
partnerships with teacher preparation providers.

Educator Workforce Reporting 

Please contact believeandprepare@la.gov with questions.

http://www.louisianaschools.info/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-tl-summit-overview---intro-one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=3d27911f_9
mailto:believeandprepare@la.gov


Measuring Results: 
2018-2019 Assessment Administration



April Assessment and Accountability Checklist

DTCs should review the entire April section 
of the Assessment Month-by-Month 
Checklist.

Highlights for April:
• Now–May 3: Administer grades 3-8 

computer based LEAP 2025 
assessments

• April 15–May 17: Administer high 
school LEAP 2025 Spring 2019 Test

• Complete test setup tasks for high 
school LEAP 2025/EOC

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 36

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/assessment-and-accountability-month-by-month-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=14
mailto:assessment@la.gov


Each year, public schools must administer a Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) and a K-3 literacy 
screener within the first 30 days of school.

The 2019-2020 approved assessments are below.
● A KEA must be given to all first-time kindergarten students. 

○ Two KEA assessment options are approved: DRDP and TS GOLD.
● A K-3 Literacy screener must be administered to all K-3 students. 

○ Four assessment options are approved: DIBELS Next, DIBELS 8th, STEEP, and STEP.

School systems will submit DRDP KEA and K-3 Literacy data with the SIS October 1 MFP Collection.

A full-day session on DIBELS 8th edition, and two 80-minute sessions on the KEA will be offered at 
the 2019 Teacher Leader Summit. Participants must register to attend. 

2019-2020 K-3 Literacy Screening Guidance

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 37

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/2019-teacher-leader-summit/2019-tl-summit-overview---intro-one-pager.pdf?sfvrsn=3d27911f_19
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-teacher-leader-summit-registration-54418653658
mailto:assessment@la.gov


Grade Band Assessments Key Skills Measured Resources Timeframe Reporting

K-Readiness
(First-time 
Kindergarten 
children)

DRDP
GOLD

• Language/Literacy
• Math
• Social-Emotional
• Approaches to Learning
• Physical

KEA FAQs

First 30 days 
of school

Submit DRDP 
and K-3 
Literacy 

Screening 
results with 

SIS October 1 
MFP 

Collection; 
submit GOLD 
in GOLD data 

system

K-3 Literacy 
Screening
(All children)

DIBELS Next
DIBELS 8th
STEEP
STEP

• Social-Emotional
• First Sound Fluency (K only, except 

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency for 
DIBELS 8th)

• Word Fluency (1st)*
• Oral Reading Fluency (2nd)
• Comprehension (3rd**)
* Nonsense Words for DIBELS Next, 
DIBELS 8th, and STEEP
** DIBELS Daze for 3rd grade

Guidelines for 
Students with 
Special Needs

Score 
Guidelines

KEA and K-3 Literacy Screening Guidance

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 38

http://drdpk.org/
https://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MyTeachingStrategies-How-To-Guide-for-Teachers_V2_KEA.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/kea-faqs.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/dibels
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/dibels/dibels-eighth-edition
http://www.isteep.com/dataoptions.html
https://uchicagoimpact.org/steptm-assessment-kit
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-3-assessment-schedule-and-guidelines-for-administering-alterrnate-assessments.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/score-guidance---k-3-assessment-scores.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:assessment@la.gov


Spring LEAP 2025 Reminders

Test Coordinator Manuals and Test Administration Manuals are posted in eDIRECT. District 
Test Coordinators should ensure your staff and schools have reviewed all trainings and 
materials for testing in order to have a successful implementation of LEAP 2025.

All schools selected to participate in the grades 5-8 social studies field test (Session 4) have 
been notified by the Department and automatically assigned to the field test in eDIRECT. 

Testing Windows
Grades 3-8 (CBT): Now - May 3
Grades 3-4 (PBT): April 29 - May 3
High School: April 15 - May 17

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 39

https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/LA
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/LA
mailto:assessment@la.gov


LEAP 2025 Technical Assistance Protocol

If technical problems occur during testing, school and school system staff should follow the Technical 
Assistance Protocol presented below. Technical problems include, but are not limited to, problems 
connecting to INSIGHT, the inability to load test items, or missing buttons.

DRC Louisiana Customer Service
888-718-4836 

LAHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com

The Department
844-268-7320

assessment@la.gov

40

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/technical-assistance-for-spring-2017-assessments.pdf?sfvrsn=4
mailto:LAHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:assessment@la.gov
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Advanced Placement

41

The 2019 Advanced Placement examination period begins May 6 starting with the following 
subjects:
• AP® US Government and Politics
• AP® Chinese Language and Culture 
• AP® Environmental Science

The full list of exams and schedule can be found on AP® Central.

Please contact collegereadiness@la.gov with additional questions. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/exam-dates-and-fees
mailto:collegereadiness@la.gov
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2019-2020 Assessment Technology Specifications

The 2019-2020 Assessment Technology Specifications are available in the Assessment 
Library. Devices that were used for testing during the 2018-2019 school year can continue 
to be used during the 2019-2020 school year. 

Beginning in the 2019-2020 school year, all DRC assessments will move from the TSM 
version 9.2 to the Central Office TSM (COT). Trainings for DTCs and Technology Directors 
have been offered since the fall. 

Information regarding the transition to COT can be found in a presentation and recorded 
webinar in the Technology section of the Assessment Library. The transition to the updated 
system must occur prior to the 2019-2020 school year.

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 43

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/assessment-technology-specifications-2019-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=a3199e1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/assessment-technology-specifications-2019-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=a3199e1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/assessment-technology-specifications-2019-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=a3199e1f_4
mailto:assessment@la.gov
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As school systems begin budgeting and planning for the 2019-2020 school year, LEAP 360 will be 
provided by the Department at no cost to school systems during the 2019-2020 school year. 

School systems that use LEAP 360 during the 2019-2020 school year will not be required to pay an 
annual fee; however, they will be required to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to protect 
the item and test content. 

Schools systems choosing to continue using LEAP 360 must sign a LEAP 360 MOU Amendment, which 
gives access through June 30, 2020. The signed amendment (#2) can be downloaded from the
Assessment Library and must be returned to assessment@la.gov by June 28. 

Schools systems should anticipate an annual fee for the 2020-2021 school year.

LEAP 360: Planning for 2019-2020

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/leap-360-mou-(2019-2020)-amendment.docx?sfvrsn=55bb9e1f_4
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment
mailto:assessment@la.gov


2019-2020 LEAP 2025 Science Assessments Reporting

The reporting categories for the LEAP 2025 science assessments support the 
multidimensionality and depth of the Louisiana Student Standards for Science. The 
reporting categories and general descriptions are provided below; for more specific 
information, please access each grade-level LEAP 2025 science assessment guide.

1. Investigate: Students will ask questions, define problems, and plan investigations.
2. Evaluate: Students will analyze and interpret data, use mathematics and 

computational thinking, and engage in argument from evidence.
3. Reason Scientifically: Students will develop and use models, construct explanations, 

and design solutions.

Please share with science teachers and supervisors.

Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions. 45

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/k-12-louisiana-student-standards-for-science.zip?sfvrsn=550c971f_24
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance
mailto:assessment@la.gov
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Compass Reporting: 
2018-2019 VAM Roster Verification 

47

The Curriculum Verification and Results (CVR) Reporting Portal roster verification process 
ensures that teachers are assigned to the correct courses and classroom rosters for the 
purposes of value-added (VAM) data analysis.  

The data in CVR will be used to calculate the teacher’s VAM score even if the teacher and/or 
the principal do not verify the roster.

VAM results account for 35 percent of the Student Growth component of the teacher’s final 
evaluation. The following teachers are eligible to receive VAM results:
• Teachers in grades 4-8 in ELA, math, and social studies
• Teachers in Algebra I, Geometry, English I, and English II

Please contact ldoecvr@la.gov with questions.

https://leads13.doe.louisiana.gov/cvr/
mailto:ldoecvr@la.gov
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Compass Reporting: 
2018-2019 VAM Roster Verification 

48

April 8 - 18: View Only
• During this time, users can view and check the roster data for accuracy but cannot 

make changes in CVR. The CVR Help Desk will be able to assist with any issues that a 
school system must correct in the source data systems.

May 6 - 17: Roster Verification
• During this time, users can view and check the roster data for accuracy, and make 

changes in the system.

Please email ldoecvr@la.gov with questions.

mailto:ldoecvr@la.gov
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K-2 Accountability Pilots

This school year, the Department is piloting a set of tools in K-2 to inform the development 
of K-2 accountability measures. The four tools include CLASS in Kindergarten, a writing 
sample in first grade, a rubric for best practices in curriculum in first and second grades, and 
a second grade math and ELA checkup. Updates on the four tools are below.

CLASS (Kindergarten) Update:
• Third party CLASS observations are still occurring in pilot Kindergarten classrooms. Data 

from Kindergarten spring CLASS observations in pilot sites must be entered by May 31.

First and Second Grade Best Practices Rubric Update:
• All third-party observations have been completed for the ELA and Math Best Practices 

tool being piloted in first and second grades.

49Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov
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K-2 Accountability Pilots

First Grade Writing Tool Update:
• The writing pilot was administered March 4-15. Administration of the writing tool being piloted in 

first grade is complete.

Second Grade Checkup Update:
• A survey for the Second Grade Checkup will be administered between May 6-17 to administrators 

and teachers in pilot sites. 
• The survey will include sample test questions for teachers and students to interact with and 

questions on administration, reporting, and accountability. 

Pilot Feedback
• Focus groups will be conducted with selected participants on April 5 and April 11 to receive input 

from school system and school staff on the implementation of the tools. 
• A post-survey will be sent to all pilot participants in May to get additional feedback.

50Please contact assessment@la.gov with questions.

mailto:assessment@la.gov
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SPS Reporting: 
Third Year Assessment Cohort Rosters

ESSA requires that all students participate in ELA, math, and science assessments at least one time in a high 
school grade. Students who have not taken a high school level test by their third year in high school are 
required to take the Algebra I and English I assessments, or LEAP Connect in the spring, and they will be 
loaded in eDIRECT for one or both courses. A roster of third year assessment cohort students will be posted 
to secure FTP the week of April 15.
• Students must participate even if they have not taken the courses, regardless of diploma pathway.  

Students working toward a HiSET are not exempt.
• Students who earned the English I and/or Algebra I credit from out of state or a nonpublic school do 

not have to test, but schools must apply accountability code 96. 
• Students who have taken or are taking LEAP Connect high school ELA and math in spring should be 

coded as 94.
• Students who are taking Geometry and/or English II or III in spring do not need to take the Algebra I 

and/or English I tests.  

Please contact jennifer.baird@la.gov with questions.

mailto:jennifer.baird@la.gov
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SPS Update: Interests and Opportunities

Over the last two years, the Department has worked with local stakeholders and national experts to 
develop this new measure. Louisiana stakeholders have articulated the need for a measure that is:

• simple and easy to implement, while also valid and reliable like all Louisiana’s accountability 
measures; 

• fair for all schools and school systems, regardless of size and access to resources;
• provides a menu of means by which schools can demonstrate success;
• ready to be implemented full scale and with high stakes in the 2019-2020 school year as 

defined in Louisiana’s ESSA plan; and
• above all, represents Louisiana’s values and high expectations for all kids.

This has not been done anywhere in the nation. However, the Department is committed to finding a 
solution that represents stakeholder input and the vision articulated in its ESSA plan.

52Please contact jill.zimmerman@la.gov with questions.

mailto:jill.zimmerman@la.gov


Interests and Opportunities: Next Steps

• The Department will work with regional superintendent leaders to develop policy details that 
incorporate superintendent feedback, including a draft school-based opportunities menu.

• Based on ongoing dialogue with superintendents and other experts, the Department will share 
a policy proposal for consideration by the Accountability Commission (May 13) and the 
Superintendent Advisory Council (June 6). BESE will consider the policy at its June 2018-2019 
meeting.

• After BESE approves policy, the Department will share 2018-2019 course enrollment data with 
school systems to establish a baseline.

53Please contact jill.zimmerman@la.gov with questions.

mailto:jill.zimmerman@la.gov
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Important of End-of-Year Data Collections

55

There are several important end-of-year data collections open or opening soon with 
deadlines occurring later in the school year.

• STS June Collection - for the submission of final transcript data which is used for 
admissions and financial aid decisions including TOPS awards. Deadline is May 30. 
• The data is collected in the Student Transcript System (STS).

• End-of-Year - for the submission of final teacher data, and student data (enrollment, 
discipline, lunch status, homeless, and SpEd data). This data is used for federal reporting 
and for accountability. This data is collected in the following systems:
• The Profile of Educational Personnel System (PEP) opens April 29
• The Student Information System (SIS)
• The Special Education Reporting System (SER)

Data Managers should refer to the 2018-19 Benchmark Calendar for specific deadlines and 
other reminders.

Please email systemsupport@la.gov with questions.

https://insight.doe.louisiana.gov/coordinators/SitePages/Dashboard.aspx
mailto:systemsupport@la.gov


56

Data Systems: 2018-2019 School Year

56

The Data Coordinator’s Monthly webinar will be held on April 11 at 1:00 p.m. The webinars 
will include a review of open collections and closeout data reporting for the 2018-2019 
school year.

• Webinar Date and Time: April 11 at 1:00 p.m.
• Webinar Link: https://ldoe.zoom/j/976397929
• Phone Number: 408-638-0968
• Meeting ID#:  976397929

Please email systemsupport@la.gov with questions.

https://ldoe.zoom/j/976397929
mailto:systemsupport@la.gov
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Call Summary

Month Key Deadlines Support and Resources

April • Mentor Teacher and Content Leader Nomination deadline: 
April 18

• Super Summer Institute Registration deadline: April 26

• Special Education Leader Monthly Webinar: April 4
• Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call: April 9
• Grade 13 Extension Academy Pilot Informational Webinar: April 9
• Data Coordinator Monthly Call: April 11
• Education Technology Monthly Call: April 18
• School System Planning Guide
• School System Planning Resources
• Family Support Toolbox Library

May • Final Budget Revisions for 2018-2019 Carl Perkins Grant
deadline: May 1

• Grade 13 Extension Academy Pilot Application deadline: May 3
• Teacher Leader Advisor Applications deadline: May 13
• Deadline to complete and enter CLASS® Observations in the 

portal: May 15
• CLASS® Observation Error Correction Requests deadline: May 17
• STS June Collection deadline: May 30
• Final GOLD® Checkpoint: May 31
• Submission of Revisions to Program Specific Descriptions for 

2018-2019 Carl Perkins Grant deadline: May 31

• School System Planning Call: May 8
• Special Education Leader Monthly Webinar: May 9
• Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call: May 14
• Data Coordinator Monthly Call: May 23
• Education Technology Monthly Call: May 23

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/professional-development/2019-2020-mentor-teacher-and-content-leader-nomination-template.xlsx?sfvrsn=83709e1f_2
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/432848651
https://ldoe.zoom.us/
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/901355326
https://ldoe.zoom/j/976397929
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/district-support/louisianas-school-system-planning-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=a970961f_30
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-improvement
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/family-support-toolbox-library
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/901355326
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/432848651
https://ldoe.zoom.us/
https://ldoe.zoom/j/976397929
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228
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